© 800-471-6425 ———

og®
- ® bilit .east ls.
“ | Ablllty &) neagrability@ne.easterseals.com wE

Acossible Agrca @} agrability.unl.edu

An AgrAbility Specialist plays a vital role in helping farmers and ranchers prepare for
emergencies, whether it's a natural disaster, an equipment malfunction, or personal health

emergencies. Here are some key questions they could ask to assess readiness:

General Emergency Preparedness

1. Do you have a written emergency plan for your farm or ranch?
o Ifyes, how often is it reviewed and updated?
2. Do you have alist of emergency contacts (fire, medical, local authorities, etc.) readily
available?
o Are they easily accessible, especially in remote areas?
3. Have you identified safe evacuation routes and shelter locations for your property and
livestock?
o Are these plans regularly practiced with all family members and workers?
4. Do you have access to up-to-date weather information?

o How do you stay informed about weather conditions that could affect your operations?

Personal Health and Safety

5. Have you developed a plan for your health care needs in case of injury or illness while
working?
o Do you have specific accommodations or adaptations in place for any health conditions?
6. Are all workers and family members trained in first aid and CPR?
o Do you have a first aid kit that is well stocked and accessible?
7. What systems do you have in place to communicate during an emergency if you are
injured or incapacitated?
o Do you have technology (e.g., cell phones, radios, satellite phones) to stay in touch

during emergencies?



Equipment and Technoloqgy

8. Do you have backup power sources (generators, batteries, etc.) for critical systems in

case of power outages?
o How often do you test and maintain this equipment?
9. Areyour farm and ranch vehicles and machinery regularly maintained to avoid
breakdowns during emergencies?
o Do you have spare parts and tools available for quick repairs?

Livestock and Animal Care

10.Do you have an emergency plan for livestock in case of natural disasters (e.g., flooding,

fire, severe storms)?
o How do you plan to evacuate or shelter animals if needed?
11.Do you have a sufficient supply of animal feed, water, and medications for emergencies?

o Are these supplies rotated and kept fresh?

Communication and Support Networks

12.Do you have a support network (neighbors, local organizations, government agencies)

that can assist you in an emergency?
o How are you connected to local emergency response teams?
13.Have you identified community resources for disaster relief, including shelters, animal

rescues, and food banks?
o Are these resources accessible, especially if transportation becomes difficult?

Financial and Insurance Planning

14.Do you have farm insurance that covers damages from natural disasters, accidents, or

other emergencies?
o Are you familiar with the claims process and what’'s covered under your policy?
15.Have you developed a contingency plan to manage financial challenges if an emergency
disrupts your operations?
o Do you have savings or emergency funding available?



Training and Education

16.Have you participated in any training for emergency preparedness, such as workshops
or courses specific to farming and ranching?
o Are there any additional training opportunities you could pursue?
17.Do you have a communication plan with your employees and family to keep everyone
informed in case of an emergency?

o Are there regular meetings or discussions to review and update emergency plans?

These questions help identify gaps in emergency preparedness and encourage farmers and
ranchers to consider areas they might overlook, ensuring they are as prepared as possible for

unexpected situations.
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